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PR 1740         Lyme Regis environment group is the pride of Dorset 
 
Green has turned to gold for Lyme Regis, after environmental efforts earned the 
town Dorset‟s first-ever Pride of Place Award. 
 
The „Turn Lyme Green‟ campaign to raise awareness and inspire action towards 
more environmental responsibility among residents was selected ahead of 13 
other community entries from across Dorset. 
 
And the town will now have the chance to work with a professional artist on a 
major project to enhance the area over the next 12 months. 
 
The Pride of Place Award was launched this year by the Dorset Design and 
Heritage Forum to complement the long-standing „Best Kept Village‟ and „Village 
of the Year‟ awards. A panel of judges chaired by Maggie Bolt, Director of Public 
Art South West, assessed the applications, and the winners were announced in a 
ceremony at Sturminster Marshall. The Forum was developed by the Dorset 
Strategic Partnership‟s Culture Theme Group and chairman Roderick Knight 
said: 
 
“The judges were looking for the Dorset parish/town council or local community 
partnership that takes the most pride in its local environment and heritage. This 
will be a unique opportunity for Lyme Regis to highlight its distinctiveness and 
sense of place.” 
 
Winning the award now gives „Turn Lyme Green‟ the opportunity to work with an 
artist in residence on a special project to the value of more than £4,000.  In its 
submission, the group said that working with an artist would enable them to think 
in fresh and different ways about what they were trying to achieve.  
 
Group spokesperson Candida Blaker said: 
 
“We would like to thank the organisers, and the many people involved in making 
ours the successful bid. We very much look forward to working with an artist to 
help us engage residents and visitors in environmental action and our pride of 
place. “ 
 
The Dorset Design and Heritage Forum's purpose is to bring together a range of 
organisations and interests with the aim of championing high quality design and 
conservation of the built environment. The Pride of Place Award is part of a wider 
programme of work for which the Forum has achieved external funding. The 
judging panel also included Forum chairman Stephen Friar and Paul Harrington 
from Morgan Carey Architects.  
 



David Crowhurst, Dorset County Council cabinet member for community 
services, is a member of the Forum. He said: 
 
“The Pride of Place Award enables creative thinking to be at the heart of 
regeneration and renewal of our built environments. This is the first year of the 
award, and we are pleased with the range of ideas put forward.”   
 
The award will be offered again next year, and in early 2009 a workshop will be 
held to help community groups develop their applications. Details of the 
workshop will be available when the application process opens in January. 
 
ENDS 
 
 
Notes for editors 
1. The Pride of Place award was administered by Dorset Community Action 
alongside the existing „Best Kept Village‟ and 'Village of the Year' awards.  The 
award is part of a wider programme of work for which the Dorset Design and 
Heritage Forum has achieved external funding from Arts Council England, Public 
Art South West and the Dorset Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Partnership. 
The Forum and this award are funded as part of a range of initiatives by all the 
local authorities in Dorset, in partnership with Arts Council England South West. 
 
2. A jpg photograph is attached showing (from left) Maggie Bolt, Director of 
Public Art South West, presenting the Pride of Place Award to Turn Lyme Green 
members Candida Blaker and Mark Jenkin.   Photo: Dorset Community Action 
 
3. For more information about 'Turn Lyme Green' contact Candida Blaker on 
07852 255773 or candidablaker@phonecoop.coop  
 
 


