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Press release 
Embargoed until: Thursday 2

nd
 October 2008 

 

Dorset film set to inspire the nation  

A film that highlights how individuals and communities in Dorset are doing their bit to reduce 

their impact on the planet has just been released on green tv. 

  

The film, Creating a One Planet Future for West Dorset, made by WWF-UK, shows how people 

in the county are bringing their communities together and inspiring others to recycle, use fewer 

resources and find alternative sources of power and building materials.  

 

Filmed around Lyme Regis, Buckland Newton, Wootton Fitzpaine and Bridport, the showcase 

film is using these groups to inspire others around the UK to move toward a One Planet Future.  

 

If everyone used natural resources and generated carbon emissions at the rate we do in this 

country, we would need three planets to support us. The way we live is leading to environmental 

threats such as climate change, species extinction, deforestation, water shortages and the 

collapse of fisheries.  

 

Colin Butfield, Head of Campaigns at WWF-UK, said: “The actions of these pioneering people 

or communities in Dorset are helping to lessen our impact on the environment. By devising 

schemes in their own areas they have made a significant reduction in their footprint. 

 

“WWF hopes this film will be used as a shining example for other communities across the 

country to embrace the need to change their lifestyles.”  

 

The film appears in four parts on green.tv, the broadband TV channel for environmental films. 

The first section looks at a campaign in Lyme Regis in West Dorset to rid the town and its 
beaches of plastic bags and reduce the town’s ecological footprint. 
 
The second focuses on how a derelict Lyme Regis town mill has been rebuilt and now generates 
electricity, selling the surplus to the national grid as well as inspiring school children and 
teachers who visit the mill. It then moves to a Dorset village which has turned to straw bales to 
build sustainable homes that are also affordable while the third highlights community farming 

groups increasing the sustainability of their farms and selling produce to the local community.  
 
The fourth joins a recycling rickshaw in Bridport that helps recycle four tonnes of waste material 

every week, including waste vegetable oil that is converted into biofuel to be used by a local taxi 

firm. The scheme has reduced Bridport’s carbon dioxide emissions by 70 tonnes in two and a 
half years. These projects bring to life WWF’s One Planet Future Campaign which is working to 

help people live a good quality of life within the earth’s capacity. 

 

The people of Dorset can take action to help reduce their impact on the planet. By calculating 

their footprint at http://footprint.wwf.org.uk they can then devise a plan to reduce it. They can 

also challenge their MEP to show leadership in tackling climate change by visiting the 

www.timetolead.eu campaign site. 

 

To watch the film please visit http://www.green.tv/ 

 

 

- ends - 
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Editor's notes 

 
If everyone used natural resources and generated carbon emissions at the rate we do in the 

UK we would need three planets to support us. The way we live is leading to environmental 

threats such as climate change, species extinction, deforestation, water shortages and the 

collapse of fisheries. WWF’s One Planet Future Campaign is working to help people live a 

good quality of life within the earth’s capacity. For more information visit 

www.wwf.org.uk/oneplanet 

 

The WWF footprint calculator not only assesses your impact on the planet but advises on 

how people can make choices that benefit their health and the environment, and take 

affordable, simple measures to reduce their energy consumption – making huge savings on 

their energy bills. The calculator also works out how many planets we’d need to support 

your lifestyle.  

 

 
For further information, please contact: 

Robin Clegg, t: 07771 818707, e: rclegg@wwf.org.uk 

 

 

 


