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In 2005 a campaign in Lyme achieved a very successful reduction in the use of plastic bags by 

the local traders. 

 

The campaign was renewed this summer by eight volunteers from Turn Lyme Green. We are 

very grateful to Lyme Bay Holidays, who provided, at their own expense,  reusable cloth bags 

with the Turn Lyme Green Logo and their own Logo printed on them, together with a short 

leaflet explaining the reasons for concern over plastic bags. One of these bags were put in 

each of their holiday cottages for the use of the tenants.  

 

We were generously helped by the local Co-Operative shop, who gave a donation to cover 

the cost of printing leaflets and posters. 

 

In 2013 a total 109 shops were visited. Of these, 86 shops use only paper or biodegradable  

bags, or recycle old bags.  

34 shops use plastic only on request, usually if it is raining. 7 shops interested in bulk buying, 

and 5 unwilling to stop using plastic. 

 

A total of 93%  of shops are using paper, cloth or biodegradable bags. (This includes some 

shops using recycled plastic bags.) 

This shows an increase since the campaign of 2008, when 86% of shops were not buying 

plastic bags. 

Several shops were interested in bulk buying bags, if the price was right. 

 

Some say biodegradeable bags are not strong enough 

Some use recycled plastic bags and paper bags/cardboard 

Some shops using up old stock of plastic bags 

Some use plastic bags when raining 

RNLI shop makes a charge of 5p for a bag 

 

However, after some research, we believe that “biodegradeable” bags are not truly 

biodegradable, but degrade in the sense that they break up into small pieces when exposed 

to the light, and after a considerable time. If kept out of the light, eg under the ground or 

packed away, they can take hundreds of years to degrade. 

 

Truly biodegradable bags are made of plant material, such as cornstarch, and rot down 

completely. The problem for the shopkeepers is that these are more expensive, and not so 

strong for carrying heavier items. 

 

TLG are now planning to see whether we can invite a scientist, possibly  from Exeter 

University to explain more accurately the difference between degradable bags and 

biodegradable, and what sort of damage they cause to the wildlife. This would make an 

interesting talk for the public as well as TLG members and the traders. 

 

Recycling starts in West Dorset in 2015. A wheelie bin will be for all recycling materials 

except glass, which will go in the recycling box. Another small bin will be provided for 

Foodwaste. 
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